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ART OF A MEMORY, 
LOVINGLY DONE 
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With a likeness of her late mother, Anne Starr, smiling upon her, Scout Urling of Bellingham, Wash., paints a portion of an 
8-by-21-foot mural that will be hung on the walls of Markham Elementary School in Vacaville, where Starr taught first 
grade for many years and was beloved by her fellow teachers and students. 


Markham Elementary: Group paints 
mural dedicated to the late Anne Starr, 
a beloved longtime teacher in Vacaville 


By Richard Bammer 

rbammer@thereporter.com 
@REBammer on Twitter 

It is the art of a memory. It 
holds a mirror to a life that 
says, “You mattered.” The im¬ 
agery and portraiture also say, 
“You were loved and will be 
remembered.” 

A group of friends and rel¬ 
atives of the late Anne Starr, 
a beloved former teacher at 
Markham Elementary in Va¬ 
caville, have come together to 
design and paint a large mural 
dedicated to her life and legacy. 


The painting crew, busy 
last week brushing pigment 
onto an 8-by-21-foot work in 
progress at the Markham Av¬ 
enue campus, included Starr’s 
daughter, Scout Urling of 
Bellingham, Wash., her close 
friend, Helen Anderson of Pet¬ 
aluma, and Malaquias Mon¬ 
toya of Elmira, a professor of 
Chicano art at the University 
of California, Davis, and a na¬ 
tionally known artist whose 
work has been acquired by 
the Smithsonian Institution 
in Washington, D.C. 
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A nationally known artist and UC Davis, professor, 
Malaquias Montoya of Elmira (left) speaks with Helen 
Anderson of Petaluma as they continue to work. Montoya 
knew Starr and Anderson grew up with Starr's daughter, 
Scout Urling. 


What if 
Honda 
had our 
gun laws 

Nation divided once again 
over access to firearms, as 
gun-control foes, advocates 
dispute whether tougher laws 
would have made a difference 


By John Woolf oik 

Bay Area News Group 

In the wake of one of the deadliest mass shoot¬ 
ings in the nation’s history this week at a Park¬ 
land, Florida high school, gun-control advocates 
are once again demanding tougher laws across 
the country like those already enacted in places 
like California. 

Would they have made a difference and saved 
lives? Gun rights advocates were skeptical, ar¬ 
guing the focus should be on stopping criminals 
and the mentally disturbed rather than restrict¬ 
ing access to weapons. 

“The banning of the firearms used in the com¬ 
mission of crimes will not stop the commission 
of crimes by criminals or people who are men¬ 
tally disturbed,” said Sam Paredes executive di¬ 
rector of Gun Owners of California. “As long as 
the focus is on guns and not on the individuals 
who commit these crimes, these crimes are go¬ 
ing to continue to happen.” 

But gun control advocates like Amanda Wil¬ 
cox, legislative advocate for the California Chap¬ 
ters of the Brady Campaign, said California-style 
laws would have not only limited the deadliness 
of the shooter’s gun but provided extra measures 
to disarm him before he set off on his rampage. 

“One is preventing shooting in first place,” Wil¬ 
cox said. “The other is decreasing the lethality 
within a specific incident.” 
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HEALTH 


Doula of the Year encourages new applicants for program 


By Jessica Rogness 

jrogness@TheReporter.com 
@JessicaRogness on Twitter 

Every childbirth is different, 
Laura Whitman admits, but she 
has encouraged and comforted 
dozens and dozens of women 
through the physically and emo¬ 
tionally draining experience in 
the past five years. 

Calm and soft-spoken, but also 
self-assured, the Vacaville woman 


will provide whatever support 
the soon-to-be-mother wants, 
whether it is talking to and hold¬ 
ing her, or just sitting quietly next 
to her. 

Whitman was voted Sutter Da¬ 
vis Hospital’s Doula of the Year by 
her fellow doulas and staff at the 
birthing center. 

Since she started volunteer¬ 
ing, she has helped deliver 161 
children — 80 girls and 81 boys 
— and put 11,000 miles on her car 


driving from Vacaville to Davis. 

When she gets the call that a 
woman has gone into labor, she 
tries to get out the door in five 
minutes. 

“I always think on the way, I 
hope I can be what this family 
needs,” she said. 

Her shortest shift was two ba¬ 
bies in 45 minutes, and the lon¬ 
gest was one baby in 28 hours. She 
stayed with the mother until the 
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Laura Whitman 
(left), a volunteer 
doula, and Jessica 
Casas, a labor and 
delivery nurse who 
coordinates Sutter 
Davis Hospital’s 
doula program, pose 
for photos in a labor 
and delivery room at 
the birthing center. 
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HOLOCAUST 

Israel slams Polish PM 
for WWII remark 

Israeli politicians angered over 
Poland’s PM equating the Pol¬ 
ish perpetrators to supposed 
“Jewish perpetrators”, page as 



DIXON 

Local gun show 
continues today 

Show planned a year in ad¬ 
vance continues three days 
after Florida school shooting 

PAGE A4 


BUSINESS 

New solution to sexual 
misconduct falls flat 

Promoting more women to 
boards and the C-Suite is con¬ 
sidered a critical step, but crit¬ 
ics say it is not enough, page C7 


GOOD MORNING! 

Have a great day, 

Joanne Wallace. 
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your neighborhood and the 
community, inside 
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For just $25 down, choose TWO free perks—drinks, Wi-Fi, gratuities, 
or up to $300 to spend on board—plus get savings for everyone* 

Chart your own course. We offer more than 300 exciting destinations on all seven 
continents. It’s our Sail Beyond Event—for a limited time. 

Celebrit}^^Cruises* 

Call 1-888-456-7887 or your travel agent. celebrity.com 

*Visit celebrity.com for full details. Valid on sailings departing May 2018 to April 2019. Offers applies select 
sailing and stateroom categories. Additional restrictions apply. S25 Deposit offer expires 2/21/2018; Sail 
Beyond offer expires 2/28/2018. ©2018 Celebrity Cruises. Ships’ registry Malta and Ecuador. 































































